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obtain them to reside at Oxford for the completion of
their studies. It was a general feeling that for the pro-
fessors, in addition to their regular duties, it was a suffi-
cient ambition to prepare the candidates for these honors
thoroughly. Such preparation was of necessity a matter
of routine, and in consequence even the ablest young men
were not instigated to-high and independent scholarship*
Inasmuch as the Snell scholars, and those of thoir follows
who went at their own expense to England, almost regu-
larly entered the Anglican church after their residence in
Oxford, the Scottish Kirk, in the west of Scotland, had.
long been destitute of any real aristocracy of classical
scholarship, and the Glasgow professors remained content
to prepare their best youth for Oxford, without a thought
of rivalling that famous seat of learning, or of elevating
their own, standards to an equality with the highest*

"What saved the instruction from utter mediocrity or
worse was a system of regular examinations and written
exercises, rigidly enforced and honestly carried out Dr.
McCosh felt in particular that he owed more to the en-
says he was required regularly to write than to any other*
if not all other, elements in his education. In all classes
above the lowest these essays were exacted frequently
and peremptorily from each student, and the topics
were taken from among subjects discussed by the pro-
fessors in the class-room. So powerful was the influence
of this single line of work that it enabled those trained
by it to enter the professions and public life side by aide
with their more favored competitors from tin EtJgllsti
universities, at a very slight disadvantage. In this re-
spect the Scottish colleges might be copied with profit
by all academic institutions* Dr. McOosh was so deeplyCleve in the " Century Magazine," February, 1887.portant figure, somewhat conscious of his first-best
